Discussion Questions – Tested (09/09/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 22)
1. Have you read the story of the testing of Abraham before? When you read it did you connect with the emotion of real people experiencing this event, or did it seem more impersonal to you? Why? 
2. What clear parallels do you see between the story in Genesis 22 and the life and crucifixion of Jesus? 
3. Read Hebrews 11:17-19.

a. What does it say Abraham believed God would do?  

b. From what you have read so far in the book of Genesis (Chapters 1-22) has Abraham ever seen God raise anyone from the dead? 
c. Have you ever trusted God to do something in your life that you’ve never seen him do before? 
4. Of the 3 action points John gave us in his message, (acknowledge your need, believe God loves you, and call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ) which do you find the hardest to put into action in your life? How can we support you as a group to allow God to help you with that action area in your own life? 
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 Tested
What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 22)

“Later on God tested Abraham's faith and obedience. ‘Abraham!’ God called. ‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘Here I am.’ 2’’Take your son, your only son—yes, Isaac, whom you love so much—and go to the land of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains, which I will point out to you.’ 3The next morning Abraham got up early. He saddled his donkey and took two of his servants with him, along with his son Isaac. Then he chopped wood to build a fire for a burnt offering and set out for the place where God had told him to go. 4On the third day of the journey, Abraham saw the place in the distance. 5‘Stay here with the donkey,’ Abraham told the young men. ‘The boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.’ 6Abraham placed the wood for the burnt offering on Isaac's shoulders, while he himself carried the knife and the fire. As the two of them went on together, 7Isaac said, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son,’ Abraham replied. ‘We have the wood and the fire,’ said the boy, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?’ 8’God will provide a lamb, my son,’ Abraham answered. And they both went on together. 9When they arrived at the place where God had told Abraham to go, he built an altar and placed the wood on it. Then he tied Isaac up and laid him on the altar over the wood. 10And Abraham took the knife and lifted it up to kill his son as a sacrifice to the LORD. 11At that moment the angel of the LORD shouted to him from heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Yes,’ he answered. ‘I'm listening.’ 12‘Lay down the knife,’ the angel said. ‘Do not hurt the boy in any way, for now I know that you truly fear God. You have not withheld even your beloved son from me.’ 13Then Abraham looked up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush. So he took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering on the altar in place of his son. 14Abraham named the place ‘The LORD Will Provide.’ This name has now become a proverb: ‘On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.’"  Gen. 22:1-14 (NLT)

"This is my Son, whom I love…”


Matt. 3:17 (NIV)

“You are my Son, whom I love…”


Mark 1:11 (NIV)

“You are my Son, whom I love…”


Luke 3:22(NIV)

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 (NIV)

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’”  John 1:29 (NKJV)

Acknowledge your need.

“…your Father knows what you need…”  Matt. 6:8 (NIV)

Believe God loves you.

“God demonstrates his own love for us in this…”  Rom. 5:8 (NIV)

Call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
“…call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…”  1 Cor. 1:2 (NIV)

