Discussion Questions – Redemption (09/02/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 21)
1. Icebreaker: On Sunday, Derek shared his messy crock pot story.  Can you relate?  Do you have a story of a time when you had a mess on your hands?  What happened?

2. Bible trivia: How old is Ishmael when he and Hagar get “evicted?”  Hint: see Gen 16 & Gen 21.
3. In Genesis 21, Hagar and Ishmael get cast out of Abraham’s household.  Hagar is left to raise her son as a single mom, and Ishmael grows up without his father.  Do you think it’s fair that God sides with Sarah and allows this to happen?
4. React to the following statement: “The fact that God allows life to get messy is actually one of the brilliant things about God.”  Now read Deuteronomy 30:15-20.  Why do you think God gives us choices?  Couldn’t he just give us “life and blessings” and spare us “death and curses?” 

5. Read Romans 8:28.  Can you think of a time in your life when God turned a really big mess around and worked it out for something good?

6. Are you facing a messy crock pot situation right now?  When you think about that situation, how does God factor into the equation?  Have you invited him to help you?

7. Read the section titled “Overachievement and Understatement” (Walton, p. 502-503).  What are your thoughts about Walton’s comments?  

Brueggemann, Walter.  Genesis: Interpretation, a Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching.  Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 1982.

Walton, John H.  The NIV Application Commentary: Genesis.  Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.
 Redemption

What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 21)

Genesis 21:8-10 (NLT): 8 When Isaac grew up and was about to be weaned, Abraham prepared a huge feast to celebrate the occasion. 9 But Sarah saw Ishmael—the son of Abraham and her Egyptian servant Hagar—making fun of her son, Isaac.  10 So she turned to Abraham and demanded, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son. He is not going to share the inheritance with my son, Isaac. I won’t have it!”

Genesis 21:11-12 (NIRV): What Sarah said upset Abraham very much. After all, Ishmael was his son.  12 But God said to him, "Do not be so upset about the boy and your servant Hagar. Listen to what Sarah tells you, because your family line will continue through Isaac.

Genesis 21:14-16 (NIV): Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of Beersheba.  15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. 16 Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, "I cannot watch the boy die." And as she sat there nearby, she began to sob. 

Proverbs 3:11-12 (NLT): My child, don’t reject the Lord’s discipline, and don’t be upset when he corrects you.  For the Lord corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a child in whom he delights.

Genesis 21:17-20 (NIV): God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation."  19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink.  20 God was with the boy as he grew up…

Romans 8:28 (NIV): And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him…

