Discussion Questions – Justice (08/19/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 18-19)
1. Read Psalm 37 as a group and share your reactions to it.

2. If God loves justice as Isaiah 61:8 says, why is there so much injustice?

3. Discuss some specific examples of how your Community Group can honor God's justice.

4. Is there an area of your life where you need to personally honor God's justice by making something right? (share only if you are comfortable)
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Justice

What Genesis Tells Us about God (Genesis 18-19)
“Then the LORD said, ‘The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know.’ 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: ‘Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing-to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?’" Gen. 18:20-25 (NIV)

“Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!... learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.”
Isaiah 1:10, 17 (NIV)

“Sodom's sins were pride, laziness, and gluttony, while the poor and needy suffered outside her door.”  Ezek. 16:49 (NLT)
1. Trust God’s justice.

“For all who are mistreated, the LORD brings justice.”  Psalm 103:6 (CEV)
“…the LORD does right and is always fair. With the dawn of each day, God brings about justice.”  Zeph. 3:5(CEV)
“…my judgment is absolutely just.”  John 5:30(NLT)

2. Ask for God’s justice.

“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2He said: ‘In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. 3And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 4 For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!' 6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night?”  Luke 18:1-7 (NIV)

3. Honor God’s justice.

“Follow justice and justice alone…”  Deut. 16:20 (NIV)
“Do justice to the poor and fatherless; maintain the rights of the afflicted and needy.” Psalm 82:3 (Amp)
“…what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”  Micah 6:8(NIV)
