Discussion Questions – Reassurance (08/05/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 10)
Genesis 15
1. In Genesis 15:1, God tells Abraham not to be afraid.  We can see by his past actions in Genesis 12 that fear is an issue for Abraham, in spite of God’s continuing reassurance.  Can you relate to Abraham’s fear/anxiety struggles?  If so, what area of your life are you in need of God’s reassurance?
2. Read Genesis 15:2-4.  Notice Abraham’s bold conversation with God and God’s response.  A) What does this tell you about God?  B) Do you have conversations like these with God?  Why or why not?
3. Read Psalm 139.  How does it make you feel to know that God knows you that intimately?  (is it freeing or paralyzing or somewhere in between?)
4. Read Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:1-8, 22-25.  Does it surprise you to see this demonstration of God’s grace in the Old Testament?  Why or why not?
5. Read Genesis 15:9-21.  What does this covenant with Abraham tell us about God?
6. Read the NIV commentary page 436 “On Communication” and give your thoughts.  Do you think it would take 

7. As you close in prayer, read the NIV commentary on page 441 – the last two paragraphs.  Let these words set the stage for your prayer time. 
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What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 10)

Genesis 15

Genesis 15:1 (NRSV): After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’

Genesis 15:2-3 (NLT): But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, what good are all your blessings when I don’t even have a son? Since you’ve given me no children, Eliezer of Damascus, a servant in my household, will inherit all my wealth. 3 You have given me no descendants of my own, so one of my servants will be my heir.”
Genesis 15:4-5 (NLT): Then the Lord said to him, “No, your servant will not be your heir, for you will have a son of your own who will be your heir.” 5 Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!”

Psalm 139:4 (NIV): “Before a word is on my tongue, you know it completely…”

Genesis 15:6 (NLT): And Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as righteous because of his faith.

Romans 4:1-2, 4, 5, 13 (NLT): What did he [Abraham] discover about being made right with God? 2 If his good deeds had made him acceptable to God, he would have had something to boast about. But that was not God’s way. 4 When people work, their wages are not a gift, but something they have earned. 5 But people are counted as righteous, not because of their work, but because of their faith in God who forgives sinners. 13 Clearly, God’s promise to give the whole earth to Abraham and his descendants was based not on his obedience to God’s law, but on a right relationship with God that comes by faith.
Romans 4:23-25 (NLT): And when God counted him as righteous, it wasn’t just for Abraham’s benefit. It was recorded for our benefit, too, assuring us that God will also count us as righteous if we believe in him, the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was handed over to die because of our sins, and he was raised to life to make us right with God.

Genesis 15:7-8 (NLT): Then the Lord told him, “I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as your possession.” 8 But Abram replied, “O Sovereign Lord, how can I be sure that I will actually possess it?”

Genesis 15:9-10, 17-19 (NLT): The Lord told him, “Bring me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 So Abram presented all these to him and killed them. Then he cut each animal down the middle and laid the halves side by side; he did not, however, cut the birds in half. 17 After the sun went down and darkness fell, Abram saw a smoking firepot and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the carcasses. 18 So the Lord made a covenant with Abram that day and said, “I have given this land to your descendants, all the way from the border of Egypt to the great Euphrates River—19 the land now occupied by the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites…”
