Discussion Questions – Promise (07/29/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 9)
Genesis 13
1. In Genesis 12, Abraham has clearly messed up (due to his lack of faith in God’s promises), yet God never condemns him or reminds him how he has failed.  When you make mistakes in your life, how does God speak to you in those times?  
2. Abraham goes back to the altar where God first appeared to him upon entering Canaan (Genesis 13:3-5 and Genesis 12:7), and it is at that spot that he seems to renew his confidence in God’s promises.  When your faith is weak and you struggle, do you have an “altar” that you can come back to; a place that reminds you of God’s promises?
3. Is there an area of your life where you have a scarcity mentality?

4. Can you think of a time when you trusted in God’s promises and felt a sense of peace in the midst of a difficult situation?  What happened?
5. Read Matthew 7:30-33 in the Message translation (see outline below).  How is God speaking to you through that passage?
6. Just like the trust fall illustration on Sunday, there are times when we need to step out in faith and increase our level of trust in God.  Is there an area of your life where you feel God calling you to increase your level of trust in him and his promises?
7. Do any of God’s promises (listed on page 3 below) resonate with you?  If so, which one, and why?
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Promise

What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 9)

Genesis 13

13:1,3-5 (NRSV): So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb…3He journeyed on by stages from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4to the place where he had made an altar at the first; and there Abram called on the name of the Lord.

Genesis 12:7 (NRSV): Then the LORD appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.

Genesis 13:8-12 (NIV):  8 So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."  10 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company: 12 Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.

Trusting God’s promises brings peace.
Matthew 7:25-29 (NLT):  “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life—whether you have enough food and drink, or enough clothes to wear. Isn’t life more than food, and your body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for your heavenly Father feeds them. And aren’t you far more valuable to him than they are? 27 Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? 28 “And why worry about your clothing? Look at the lilies of the field and how they grow. They don’t work or make their clothing, 29 yet Solomon in all his glory was not dressed as beautifully as they are. 
Matthew 7:30-33 (Msg): "If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don't you think he'll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? What I'm trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God's giving. People who don't know God and the way he works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.
Matthew 7:33 (NIV): Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Trusting God’s promises helps us see God move.
Genesis 13:14-18: The Lord said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, ‘Raise your eyes now, and look from the place where you are, northwards and southwards and eastwards and westwards; 15for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring* for ever. 16I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth; so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17Rise up, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.’ 18So Abram moved his tent, and came and settled by the oaks* of Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there he built an altar to the Lord.

A Few of God’s Promises

Direction: Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV): Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.

Eternal Life: John 10:27-28 (NIV) My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.

Fear: 2 Tim1:7 (NIRV): God didn't give us a spirit that makes us weak and fearful. He gave us a spirit that gives us power and love. It helps us control ourselves.

Good from all things: Romans 8:28 (NIV): And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

Guilt: 1 John 1:9 (NIV): If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Holy Spirit: John 14:26 (NIV) But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
Loneliness: Hebrews 13:5 (TEV): God has said, “I will never leave you; I will never abandon you.”
Love: Ephesians 1:4 (Msg): Long before he laid down the earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love.
Power: 2 Corinthians 12:9a (NIV): My grace is sufficient for you, my power is made perfect in weakness.
Protection: Isaiah 44:2 (CEV): I am your Creator. You were in my care even before you were born.

Provision: Philippians 4:19 (NIV): My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.
Relationship: James 4:8a (NLT): Draw close to God, and God will draw close to you.
Rest: Matthew 11:28 (NIV): Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Temptation: 1 Corinthians 10:13b (NLT): God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can’t stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it.
Wisdom: James 1:5 (NIV): If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.
