Discussion Questions – Presence (07/08/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 6)
Genesis 6-9
1. Before hearing Sunday’s message, what was the primary source of your understanding of Noah’s Ark and the flood in Genesis 6-9?
2. Genesis 6:5-6 seems to indicate that God is impacted by us – that in an almost inconceivable way, we are capable of hurting God (read 2nd full paragraph of Brueggemann p78).  Now read Luke 18:1-8 (the parable of the unjust judge and persistent widow).  How do these stories encourage you in your prayer life?

3. In Genesis 6:6 we get a personal look into the heart of a grieving God.  (Read Brueggemann part c, page 77).  Have you ever thought about God in this way?  How does that affect your thoughts about how he can relate to you?
4. Is there a feeling or emotion that you experience that you feel God has a hard time relating to or understanding?  Which one?  Can you think of an example in the Bible where God (Old Testament) or Jesus (New Testament) experiences that emotion?  Does that help you at all?  Why or why not?
5. Read Genesis 8:21 and Brueggemann p80 #1 and p81 #2.   What do you think about this powerful verse?
6. Can you see the demonstration of God’s grace in Genesis 8:21 and 9:1-3?  Have you ever considered the “Old Testament God” to be a God of grace and mercy?  Why or why not?
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Commitment

What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 6)

Genesis 6-9

Genesis 6:5-7(NIV): 5The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. 6The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7So the LORD said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them." 

God is impacted by us.

God can relate to us.

Genesis 6:6(NIV): The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.

Genesis 8:21(NIV): Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.

God is committed to us.
Genesis 9:1-3(NRSV): God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2The fear and dread of you shall rest on every animal of the earth, and on every bird of the air, on everything that creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered.  3Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything.’

John 6:27-29,35,40(NIV): 27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 28Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"  29Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."…35Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty…40For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life…

