Discussion Questions – Relationship (6/17/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 3)
Genesis 2
1. Optional icebreaker: One of Derek’s all time favorite movies is Braveheart.  What is one of your favorite movies?
2. Read Genesis 2:4-25.  Bible scholar and commentator Claus Westermann said “The message of Genesis chapter two is that true humanity is only realized in community.”  What do you think of that statement? 

3. Do you feel we are more susceptible to the devil’s attacks, to evil and to negativity when we are in community or when we’re isolated?  Why?

4. Read the last full paragraph of Walton page 175 and the first paragraph on page176.  Historically, Genesis 2 has been used to explain why women are subservient to men.  What do you think of Walton’s insight into this passage?  Is he almost suggesting that an argument could be made that the woman is the stronger partner?  
5. Last week, Derek said that Genesis 1:28 tells us that God wants the best for us.  How do we hold this statement together with the fact that God has created us to be in relationships with others, even though those relationships inevitably lead to pain and hardship?
6. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate yourself in terms of how open and real you are in your relationships with your close friends and family (i.e. letting them know what’s really going on with you…beyond just the surface stuff).  Where do you think God wants (and has designed) you to be?
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Relationship

What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 3)
Genesis 2
Genesis 2:18 (NRSV): Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’

Psalm 121:1-2 (NIV): I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

Isaiah 41:10 (NLT): Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.  Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you.  I will hold you up with my victorious right hand.  

Genesis 1:26 (NIV): Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness… 

God is all about relationships.  

God created us to be in community.

Matthew 22:36-40 (NIV): "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" Jesus replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments."

1 Peter 5:8 (CEV): Be on your guard and stay awake. Your enemy, the devil, is like a roaring lion, sneaking around to find someone to attack.  

Hebrews 10:25 (NIV): Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…

Hebrews 10:24 (NIV): Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works.

Proverbs 27:17 (TNIV): As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.

