Discussion Questions – Purpose (6/10/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 2)
Genesis 1-2
1. Does one’s view of creation (e.g. Young Earth Creationism or Evolutionary Creationism) have any bearing on their understanding of who God is and who they are?  Why or why not?
2. Read Brueggemann’s point “b” (p26-27, 2nd and 3rd paragraphs).  How does this strike you?  Do you agree?  Disagree?
3. Read Brueggemann’s point #1 (p17-18).  Do you agree with his assessment that Ephesians 1:9-10 captures God’s purpose for creation?  Why or why not?  
4. The “Message” paraphrase of Romans 12:3 says: “The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.”  In light of this passage, what does Genesis 1 tell you about who God is and what that means for you?  

5. On Sunday, Derek said that Genesis 1:28 tells us that God wants the best for us.  Is this (i.e. God wanting the best for us) something that you accept as true, or do you struggle to fully believe this in your heart?  For those who fully believe it, how do you maintain this belief during times of adversity, pain, loss, etc?
6. In Genesis 1:28, God instructs man to “subdue” the earth and “rule over…every living creature.”  How do you interpret this passage from an ecological perspective?  Has God given us free reign to do what we want with this earth?  After everyone has shared, read Walton p141 (starting with 1st full paragraph at the top through the end of the page).  Any other thoughts or reactions to this?
7. Have you ever thought of work as a gift from God; something that gives our lives purpose and meaning (see Genesis 2:15)?  Why do you think more sermons about work focus on Genesis 3:17-19 than Genesis 2:15?  Which one tells us more about how we’re wired?   Will a Genesis 2:15 perspective change anything about how you view your work this week?
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Purpose
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 2)
Genesis 1-2
	
	Young Earth Creationism
	Evolutionary Creationism

	View of Genesis 1-11
	Literal historical account
	Poetic narrative; allegory; not literal history.

	Creation timeframe
	Six literal 24-hour days
	Billions of years 

	Age of the earth
	Less than 10,000 yrs old
	Over 4 billion yrs old

	Global flood?
	Yes, roughly 5000 yrs ago
	No

	Macroevolution 
	Does not occur
	A tool used by God

	Humanity
	Directly created by God
	Indirectly created by God through evolution.


Genesis 1:1-2:4 (NIV)

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…3…God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.  God saw that the light was good…5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and…morning—the first day. 6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and…morning—the second day. 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear."…10…And God saw that it was good.  11Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation…12 …And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and…morning—the third day.  14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 18 …And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and…morning—the fourth day. 20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 …And God saw that it was good. 23 And there was evening, and…morning—the fifth day. 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds… 25…And God saw that it was good.  26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."  31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and…morning—the sixth day.  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work…

God is our creator.
Ephesians 1:4 (Msg): Long before he laid down the earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love.

Romans 12:3 (Msg): The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are and what we do for him.

Genesis 1:26-27(NIV): Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

God wants the best for us.
Genesis 1:28 (NIV): God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.
John 10:10 (CEV): I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.

God wired us to work.
Genesis 2:15 (NIV): The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

