Discussion Questions – Order (6/3/07)
What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 1)
Genesis 1:1-5
1. When you think of the creation account in Genesis, do you believe it is a literal historical account (six literal days and a six thousand year old earth) or a poetic narrative?  What are the appealing aspects to the two viewpoints?  What are the challenges? (Please respect the views of others – this can be a very personal and sensitive issue.)
2. How do you explain how God created light on day one (v3-5), but did not create the sun and moon until day four (v14-19)?  After everyone has given his/her thoughts, see Walton p80, 1st sentence of 1st paragraph for an additional viewpoint.
3. Read aloud Gen 1:1-1:2 and the first 3 paragraphs on p72 and top of p73 (Walton) from “God and the Forces of Chaos.”  Then read aloud Psalm 74:13-17; 89:9-10; 104:7-9.  
a. When you think back on your life so far, do you think God has been interested in bringing order from disorder?  
b. If God is interested in bringing order to our lives, how do you explain the apostle Paul’s experience in 2 Cor 11:23-27 when he was clearly doing God’s will?
4. On page 79, Walton says “Day one concerns something much more significant, something much more elemental to the functioning of the cosmos.  On day one, God created time.  This is the first of the functions God will use to bring order to the chaos of the cosmos; the orderly and regular sequence of time.”  

a. Do you agree with Walton that time brings order to the cosmos?  Does time bring order or disorder to your life?  Is time a good thing?

5. John’s story of his family trip to California illustrated how God’s recurring message to him is “slow down.”  Is there a recurring message that God keeps saying to you?  Or if nothing comes to mind, can you remember a time when God kept saying something to you until you finally acted on it?
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Order

What Genesis Tells Us about God (part 1)
Genesis 1:1-5
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day,’ and the darkness he called ‘night.’ And there was evening, and there was morning-the first day.”          Gen. 1:1-5(NIV)

“Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a mirror. Later we will see him face to face. We don't know everything, but then we will, just as God completely understands us.”                                             1 Cor. 13:12(CEV)

Listen and expect God to speak.

