
Discussion Questions

“A New Year’s Challenge” (01/07/07)
1. What did you like about this weekend’s message?  

2. Read 1 Samuel 17.  What jumps out to you about this passage?  
3. This weekend, John said “David went after the things that God sought to do, and we need to get in the things that God is in.”  

a. What do you think of that statement?  
b. In your life, what are the things that God seems to be in?
4. Often we lose our focus on God because we’re focused on our fears, our detractors and ourselves.  Which one of those three do you struggle with most?  Why?
5. What are some ways we can shift our focus on God?  When you want to re-energize your relationship with God, what do you do?
How to be a Winner

1 Samuel 17

     1.  Winners have hearts for God.

“I (God) have found David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.”       

Acts 13:22 (NIV)
David hears and sees something totally different from everyone else because David was in the habit of experiencing God through worship.

     2.  Winners lead with worship.

                     Worship is focus.

*Fear will make you a loser.  FOCUS will make you a winner.

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.”                                       2 Tim. 1:7 (NLT) 

Focus on God instead of your fears.
“A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp … Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel … On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified … For forty days the Philistine came forward every morning and evening and took his stand … When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear.”
 1 Sam. 17:4, 8, 11, 16, 24 (NIV)
“Come here … and I’ll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”                                           1 Sam. 17:44 (NIV) 
Focus on God instead of your detractors.
“When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, ‘Why have you come down here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the desert? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you came down only to watch the battle.’”


1 Sam. 17:28 (NIV)

Focus on God instead of yourself.
“Saul replied, ‘You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.’”                                                       
1 Sam. 17:33 (NIV)

“David shouted in reply, ‘You come to me with sword, spear, and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD Almighty.’”

                                                                     1 Sam. 17:45 (NLT)

What is worship?  It is when you say, BUT God!



















