
Discussion Questions

“How to be a Good Gift Giver” (12/17/06)
1. What did you like about this weekend’s message?  

2. Read Matthew 2:1-11.  
a. The wise men gave their gifts personally.  Can you remember a time when you received a personal gift that really meant a lot to you?  What was it?

b. Do you have someone who you think could use a personal gift this Christmas?  If so, who?  Do you have an idea of what you might give?  
c. The wise men gave their gifts joyfully.  Would you describe your Christmas gift giving as joy-filled or stress-filled?  Why?  What can we do to be more joy-filled when we give this Christmas?
3. What did you think of the diagram of our standard bar versus God’s standard bar?

4. In your own words, how would you define the word grace?

5. After hearing the message, is there someone that God has put on your heart that you need to give grace to this Christmas?  If you feel comfortable, please share so you can be an encouragement to others.
6. As a group, pray that we would be able to give in the spirit of Christmas this year.  Pray especially for those who will be extending grace to challenging people this holiday.  
How to be a Good Gift Giver

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  

Matthew 2:1-2 (NIV)

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.



Matthew 2:9-11 (NIV)

1.  Give personally.

To: ________________________

2.  Give joyfully.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.  


Philippians 4:8(NIV)










For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  John 3:16 (NIV)
3.  Give grace.
To: ________________________

God’s standard





My standard





x





x





x









