Discussion Questions

“Discovering God’s Plan for Your Life” part 4 (12/03/06)
1. What did you like about this weekend’s message?  

2. Read Matthew 1:18-2:13 and Luke 1:26-56.
3. Do you think God can save the world without us?  By “us” we mean all of us…no human involvement whatsoever.
4. Where do you see yourself in the Christmas story? Are you the servant, prophet, teacher, encourager, giver, leader, mercy shower?  Who do you identify with the most?
5. Describe a time when you saw God at work.  Was anybody using their gifts in your story?
6. If you're just going through the motions, what do you do to get out of it?
7. Review the list of volunteer opportunities on pages 3-5.  Circle the opportunities that excite you or match your gifts.  Share what you circled with your group members and see if they have additional ideas on what you might enjoy doing at Grace.
Discovering God’s Plan For Your Life (Part 4)

 
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed…”  Luke 4:18(NIV) 
 
The SERVANT- Mary.
“In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ 29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.’ 34’How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God.’ 38’I am the Lord's servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said.’ Then the angel left her.” Luke 1:26-38(NIV)
 
The PROPHET- Elizabeth.
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" Luke 1:42-45(NIV)
 
The LEADER- Joseph. (Matt. 2:13, 19-20; Luke 2:4)
 
The MERCY SHOWER- Inn Keeper. (Luke 2:7)
 
The ENCOURAGERS- Shepherds (Luke 2:8-20)
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Luke 2:19(NIV)
 
The GIVERS- Magi. (Matt. 2:1-2)
 
The TEACHERS- teachers of the law. (Matt. 2:4)
 
 
         show up!
 
 
         fill up!
Signs

· Put GCC signs around Arlington on Sat morning and pick them up Sun afternoon

Setup

· Set up the chairs in the worship space

· Move the tubs for the kids into the appropriate rooms

· Put the signs out in front of Key School, including the visitor parking signs

· Set up the PowerPoint table area including screen.

· Check bathrooms for toilet paper / paper towels.
· Set up the nametag tables.

· Set up the resources table with CDs and Bibles.

Breakdown

· Study the process from start to finish and be able to effectively document the process and train others to understand how everything gets broken down.

· Roll up cable/sound wires  

· Move tables

· Move everything off stage and into the closet

· Sweep the floor

· Take the garbage to the dumpster

Lights

· Turn the lights on and off as needed (during the service)

PowerPoint

· Create slides for the services (during the week)

· Click through the slides during the music and sermon

Sound

· Move sound equipment from closet onto stage

· Connect all equipment and wires

· Run the sound board during the service

· Break down and put away.

· Setup sound equipment on Thursday afternoon/evening for music team practice at the church office.

· Roll the cables after the second service.

TV/Video

· Record the services using a video camera.

· Help set up the platform for the video person to use.

· Edit the videotapes to send to the public access

· Create and edit special video projects to be used for sermons, etc.

Greeting

· Provide a warm welcome to everyone (especially new people) as they come in.

Music

· Vocalists

· Instrumentalists (guitars, drums, bass players, piano)

· Offer your music services in a community group.

Seating/Ushering

· Help people find a seat (especially after service starts)

· Set up extra rows of chairs as needed

Announcements

· Give an upbeat welcome and enthusiastic summary of upcoming events.

Hospitality Table

· Put out food / continuously clean/organize table as food is being taken

· Bring food on Sunday morning.

Youth Group

· Help out with youth group meetings

· Come to youth group events and hang out with the youth

· Help to plan youth group events and curriculum

Children’s Ministry

· Greeter (Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary) – Meet and greet parents and children as they arrive for weekend services.  Assist with registration and info about programming.

· Group Leader (Preschool and Elementary) – Lead meaningful small group time for a particular group of children each week.  Present main teaching and Bible lesson, using provided curriculum to present God’s Word in a creative and age-appropriate way.  Focus on developing strong relationships with children in and out of weekend services.  

· Assistant Group Leader (Preschool and Elementary) – Shadow Group Leader until ready to lead on your own.  Supports Group Leader in weekly responsibilities, discussions, etc. 

· Drama, Live and Puppets– Provide support and lesson illustrations in creative ways for weekend services for all ages.

· Overseer (Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary) – Watch all classrooms to ensure that they are properly staffed, have necessary supplies, and be on-hand should any problems arise during/before service.

· Nursery Substitute – Serve in the nursery with children under the age of two.

· Set-Up/Clean-Up Teams  – Come either before weekend services or immediately after to set-up or clean-up classrooms.

· Purchaser – Make weekly/monthly trips to various stores to help supply teammates with weekend lesson supplies, snacks, etc.

· Weekly Administration – Provide various administrative support through organization, phone calls, mailings, and other opportunities as needed

Creating Community

· Hang out in the back (hospitality table is a good place) and strike up conversations with people you don’t know.

· Visit with people who are sitting by themselves and strike up a conversation with them.

Community Groups

· Host a community group at your home

· Facilitate community group discussion 

· Lead a community group (responsible for recruiting, encouraging, organizing, etc)

Community Group Research Team

· This team researches materials to identify Christian books and Bible studies that will work well in Grace community groups.

Sermon Research Team

· This team gathers information for sermon topics, including movie clip ideas, stories, statistics, testimonies and anything else that brings sermons to life.

Communion Team

· Volunteer as needed to serve communion during the service

Missions

· Lead, coordinate, organize a local service project

· Lead, coordinate, organize a short-term mission trip

· Help coordinate local missions team events

· Help brainstorm potential local missions team projects

· Help brainstorm potential global missions team projects

Care and Visitation

· Visit and pray with members of Grace who are sick, lonely, had surgery or homebound.

· Coordinate a team of people who visit and pray with people.

· Prepare meals for people who are sick, lonely, just had surgery or just had a baby.

· Deliver meals to people who are sick, lonely, just had surgery or just had a baby.

· Coordinate the preparing and delivering of meals.

· Be a friend and provide a listening ear to those at Grace in need of some extra love.

Mentoring

· Be a mentor to someone at Grace who wants to be spiritually mentored

· (For married couples) mentor a couple who is considering marriage

Prayer Team

· Pray with others Thursday nights, 6:45pm at the church office

· Pray for our church before each service (5:50pm, 9:20am, 10:50am)

· Subscribe to the Grace prayer broadcast and pray for those in need.

Prayer Broadcast

· Help to coordinate this ministry by receiving prayer requests and updating the weekly prayer broadcast 

Excellence in Communication

· This team constructively analyzes all written and visual communication that goes out from Grace and seeks to improve it.

Golden Ladies

· Organize a team of senior women who get together for things like Sunday brunches, make hospital visits and prepare dinners for those in need.

Offering Counters

· This team counts, sorts and records the offerings on Sat night or Sun after 2nd service.

Nametags

· Print out nametags each week, add new nametags from newcomers signup sheet

· Record attendance from the previous week’s nametags in a database

· Follow-up

· Call people who haven’t taken their nametag in 6 weeks and check up on them to see how they’re doing, if they need anything, etc.

CDs

· Burn and label CDs of the message each week.

PAGE  
2

