Discussion Questions

“Discovering God’s Plan for Your Life” (11/12/06)
1. Read Romans 12:2 and Ephesians 1:17-18.  In light of this week’s message, what do these verses mean to you?  

2. Have you had an “enlightenment” experience that made you realize how grateful you were to God?  If so, what happened?
3. Have each person take ten minutes to write down all the things he/she is thankful for.  Then give everyone another ten minutes to flip through the Bible to find verses that talk about gratefulness for who God is or what God has done.  (If people don’t know where to look, have them start with the Psalms or Paul’s letters). 
a. Come back together as a group and encourage people to share from their “thankfulness list.”  
b. Encourage people to share a scripture verse they found and why they like it / what it means to them.  
4. We typically spend much more time asking God for things than we do thanking him for what he’s given us.  Use your prayer time to thank God for who he is and what he’s done in your life.  
Discovering God’s Plan for Your Life

The Power of the Holy Spirit (part 2)

 “…I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”

Eph. 4:1(NIV)

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”      

Rom. 12:6-8(NIV)

“…more than anything else, put God's work first and do what he wants. Then the other things will be yours as well.”                                        Matt. 6:33(CEV)

“Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is.”                                         Rom. 12:2(NLT)

1. Start with enlightenment.

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your spiritual act of worship.”

                                                     Rom. 12:1(NIV)

“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.”                                                                           Eph. 1:17,18(NIV) 

2. Results in gratitude.

 “With all my heart I praise the LORD, and with all that I am I praise his holy name! 2 With all my heart I praise the LORD! I will never forget how kind he has been. 3 The LORD forgives our sins, heals us when we are sick, 4 and protects us from death. His kindness and love are a crown on our heads. 5 Each day that we live, he provides for our needs and gives us the strength of a young eagle.”






           
        Psalm 103:1-5(CEV)

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light”    


           1 Peter 2:9(NKJV)
 

