Discussion Questions

“The Truth about Dating” (10/22/06)

1. Optional Icebreaker: When it comes to dating, who’s got it easier – men or women?
2. Why do you think arranged marriages have a higher success rate than typical U.S. marriages?

3. What was your favorite part of this week’s message?  What stood out to you?  

4. Read 1 Corinthians 7.  As a group, list the verses where Paul casts being single in a positive light.  Why do we have such a negative view of being single?  

5. [Make two columns on a piece of posterboard and write down the responses to the following two questions]  When we look for someone to date, what are the typical qualities our culture says are important?  What are the qualities 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 says are important?  What does this mean?  
6. Point #3 was “Run from hot tempers (Prov. 22:24) and wrong motives (James 2:3).”  When we’re dating someone, why do we tend to overlook or downplay these things?
7. React to the following statement: “Routine is the enemy of great marriages, great businesses and great churches.”  
8. John talked about the fact that it’s not God’s will for all of us to be married.  Are you okay with the fact that it might not be God’s will for you to be married?
The Truth about Dating

Building Great Relationships (part 5)

 “There are four things that are too mysterious for me to understand: 19 an eagle flying in the sky, a snake moving on a rock, a ship finding its way over the sea, and a man and a woman falling in love.” 

Pr. 30:18,19(GN)

· Stop dating mates -  Start dating friends!
“This is my lover, this my friend.” 



  Song 5:16(NIV)

1. Show yourself friendly.

“A man who has friends must himself be friendly…” 

  Pr. 18:24(NKJV)

“Why do you say to your brother, 'Let me take that little piece of dust out of your eye'? Look at yourself first! You still have that big piece of wood in your own eye.” 







   Matt. 7:4(ERV)

2. Look for love. 1 Cor. 13:4-7

3. Run from hot tempers and wrong motives.

“Don't make friends with quick-tempered people…” 

   Pr. 22:24(NCV)

“You must not give the best seat to the one in fancy clothes and tell the one who is poor to stand at the side or sit on the floor.” 


  James 2:3(CEV)

4. Break your routine.

"I am making everything new!" 




   Rev. 21:5(NIV)

5. Break your stereotypes.

“Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” 
Matt. 11:19(NIV)

6. Get in line with God.

"It is not good for the man to be alone.”



   Gen. 2:18(NIV)

Smile.   “A friendly smile makes you happy…” 
   Pr. 15:30(CEV)

Think friendly thoughts.   “Finally, my friends, keep your minds on whatever is true, pure, right, holy, friendly, and proper.” 


     Phil. 4:8(CEV)

Follow wisdom.     

“But the wisdom that comes from above leads us to be… friendly…”  
James 3:17(CEV) 
Sow seeds of friendliness.  “God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  Gal. 6:1(NIV)

