Discussion Questions

“What Great Marriages Have in Common” (10/15/06)

1. What did you like about this weekend’s message?  

2. Can you remember a time when you were in the infatuation stage with someone?  Can you remember anything funny or unusual that you did during that time?
3. For singles: in light of this message, what can we do to better prepare ourselves for marriage?  Did you gain any insight from this message?
4. Why do you think 75% of marriages never get beyond stage two?  What do each of us need to do to make sure this doesn’t happen to us?

5. For married couples: give an example of how your spouse wants to be shown love.  Or give an example of a time when you showed love the way you wanted to be loved rather than how they wanted to be loved.  
6. In addition to the four points John gave, brainstorm some other practical ways that we can create a secure environment for our spouse or future spouse.
7. John talked about the need for us to make a serious commitment to our marriages (“stage four is an unconditional commitment…no walk-away policy”).  To what extent do you agree with a 1 Corinthians 13:7 level of commitment?  Are there certain times when marriage does not require such a commitment?
What All Great Marriages Have In Common
Building Great Relationships (part 4)
Stage 1: Infatuation
Stage 2: Post-Rapture
Stage 3: Discovery
Stage 4: Connection
“Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything without weakening.”                                                             1 Cor. 13:7(Amp)

“…always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” 

1 Cor. 13:7(NIV)

How to create a secure environment:
Eliminate Embarrassment (always protects).

Nix Negativity (always trusts).

Focus on the Future (always hopes).

Promise to Persevere (always perseveres).

“You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.'28But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.”

 Matt. 5:27-30(NIV)

“…I will never leave you…”                                             Heb. 13:5(GN)

