Discussion Questions

“Love Is…” (09/23-24/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?
2. What do you think is the best thing about love?  What’s the most difficult thing about love?

3. Read 1 Genesis 15:1-6 and 16:1-6.  What do think are the underlying feelings that Sarah and Abraham are experiencing that are affecting their decisions?
4. Of the five things that love was defined as, which one resonates with you the most?  (Attractive, Sacrificial, A Decision, Fearless, Responsible)  Why?
5. Men: Which of the following fears do you think plagues most men?  Which one resonates most with you?  (fear of failure, fear of being disrespected, fear of being helpless, and fear of being controlled)  
6. Women: Which of the following fears do you think plagues most women?  Which one resonates most with you?  (fear of isolation/loneliness, fear of losing love, fear of not being heard or valued)
7. Agape love (God’s love) is always focused on giving rather than getting.  How can we practice more agape type love?  How can we shift our focus away from getting and onto giving?

8. React to this statement: “Fear is the root of all relational evil.”

9. From your experience, how do you think fear impacts relationships?
10. React to this statement: “Love never makes excuses…it takes responsibility.”

Love is…

Attractive.


“And now I will show you the most excellent way.”    1 Cor. 12:31(NIV)

Sacrificial.

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.” 


             1 Cor. 13:1-3(NIV)

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

John 3:16(NIV)  

“This is real love. It is not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”  
        1 John 4:10(NLT)

A Decision.

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8Love never fails.” 


1 Cor. 13:4-8(NIV)

Fearless.

“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear…”   

1 John 4:18(NIV)

Responsible.
“When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.”  

1 Cor. 13:11(NIV)

God is love.

“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” 

1 John 4:16(NIV)

