Discussion Questions

“Leading Christ’s Way” (08/13/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  

2. In Matthew 23, Jesus has some very harsh words for the religious leaders in Jerusalem.  Read this chapter and share your initial reactions to the passage.  
3. How would you respond to the question, “So is everyone who doesn’t believe in Jesus going to hell?”  What did you think of John’s response to that question?

4. Jesus came to lift us up and wants us to do the same for others.  Is there someone in your life who needs a lift right now?  (Consider taking a minute right now to ask God to bring someone to each person’s mind.)  Who is that person and what are some practical ways you can lift him/her up?   
5. 1 Corinthians 8:1 says that “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”  On Sunday, John said: “I would rather you know less [of the Bible] and apply more than know more and apply less.”  What do you think of that statement?    

6. According to 1 Peter 2:9, we are all priests (or said another way, we are all on staff) in Christ’s church.  Do you feel like a priest in Christ’s church?  Do you feel like you have a role to play?  Why or why not?
7. Matthew 23:3 says that the Pharisees didn’t practice what they preached.  Do you think Christians have a greater responsibility to practice what they preach than others do?  Why or why not?    

Leading Christ’s Way

"Woe to you, blind guides!... You blind fools!... you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean... You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?” 

Matt. 23:16,17,27,33(NIV)

“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2’The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. 3So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they preach. 4They tie up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to move them.  5"Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6they love the place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7they love to be greeted in the marketplaces and to have men call them 'Rabbi.'… 11The greatest among you will be your servant. 12For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”






Matt. 23:1-7, 11-12(NIV)
1. Try to stay out of Christ’s way. Vs. 2

"How terrible for you, teachers of the law and Pharisees! You are hypocrites! You close the door for people to enter the kingdom of heaven.”





        Matt. 23:13(NCV)

2. Try to practice what we preach. Vs. 3

“…be doers of the word, and not hearers only…” 
       James 1:22(NKJV)

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.”


  1 Cor. 8:1(NIV)

Information without application leads to constipation.

3. Try to lift up. Vs. 4, 5-7

4. Try to serve. Vs. 11,12

