Discussion Questions

“In Search of the Real Jesus” (06/11/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  
2. Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 and Psalm 22.  How many references can you find to Jesus Christ in those two passages?
3. Using a list of the most common Old Testament Messianic prophecies, have each person in the group look up a couple of prophecies in his/her Bible and read them aloud to the group (Tip: look at surrounding verses to get a better feel for the context of the passage).
4. What do your non-Christian friends say about Jesus?  Who do they think he is?  What is a good way to respond to them?
5. What do you think of the argument that Jesus could not have been a good moral teacher, but he had to either be a liar, a lunatic, or Lord?
6. In your opinion, is the death of Jesus’ disciples a compelling argument in favor of the Jesus’ resurrection?  If so, why?
7. In your personal experience, what is the most compelling argument that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Messiah who came to save us?


In Search of the Real Jesus
Understanding the DaVinci Code (part 3)

1. Look at the Old Testament (Messianic Prophecies).

Virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14 & Luke 1:26-35) 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  
       Isaiah 7:14(NIV)

Born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2 & Matthew 2:1)

"But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 



Micah 5:2(NIV)
Descendant of David (Jeremiah 23:5 & Matthew 1:1)

The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.            Jeremiah 23:5(NIV)
Still others asked, "How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David's family and from Bethlehem, the town where David lived?" 




      John 7:41-42(NIV)
Perform miracles (Isaiah 35:5, Mark 7:33-35), teach using parables (Psalm 78:2, Matthew 13:34), & betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9, Matthew 10:4).
Crucified (Psalm 22:16 & Luke 23:33)

Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet.  

        

       Psalm 22:16(NIV)

2. Look at Jesus’ Claims.

…I am one with the Father.




John 10:30(CEV)

…Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father…  
 
 John 14:9(NIV)
…I existed before Abraham was even born!

  
John 8:58(NLT)
…The high priest asked him, "Are you the Messiah, the Son of the blessed God?"  Jesus said, "I am, and you will see me, the Son of Man, sitting at God's right hand in the place of power and coming back on the clouds of heaven."  Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, "Why do we need other witnesses? You have all heard his blasphemy…" And they all condemned him to death.    




              Mark 14:61-64(NLT)
3. Look at the eyewitnesses.


Andrew and Bartholomew: crucified 

Matthew: killed by sword.


James (Jesus brother): stoned.
 
Thaddaeus: killed by arrows.


Philip and Simon: crucified. 


Thomas: killed by spears.


Peter: crucified upside down.  

John: natural causes.

We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

  2 Peter 1:16(NIV)

For further study: The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell

For a list of Messianic Prophecies: www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/messianicprophecies.html
