Discussion Questions

“The Bible: Can I Trust It?” (06/04/06)

1. (Optional icebreaker) Describe your earliest memories of being exposed to the Bible. Where was it? What sticks in your mind? When did you get your first Bible?
2. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  
3. Which of the four tests from the message (bibliographical, internal evidence, outsiders, archaeology) was most compelling to you?

4. If you were to describe the Bible to someone, what would you say it is?  
5. Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and Psalm 119:1-24.  What strikes you about these verses?
6. In your estimation, what is the most common objection/doubt/critique people have about the Bible?  How would you answer their critique? 
7. Describe a time in your life when God used His Word to speak to you. What was the Scripture?  How did God use it? 


8. Derek talked about the importance of studying Bible verses in the context of the larger passage.  What are some helpful techniques you use to study the Bible?
9. Where would you say you fall on the Belief = Reason + Faith scale?  Do you require more reason (evidence), or do you believe more on faith?

10. When you pray, thank God for giving us the Bible, that we have the Bible in our language to read, and ask God to help you understand and study the Bible more.

The Bible: Can I Trust It?

Understanding the DaVinci Code (part 2)

1. Review the Record.

	Book
	Number of Copies

	Plato
	7

	Caesar’s Gallic Wars
	10

	Homer’s Iliad
	643

	New Testament
	24,970


	Book
	Date Written
	Earliest Copy
	Time Gap

	Plato
	B.C. 400 
	A.D. 900 
	1300 yrs

	Caesar’s Gallic Wars
	100-44 B.C.
	A.D. 900
	1000 yrs

	Homer’s Iliad
	B.C. 800 
	B.C. 400
	400 yrs

	New Testament
	A.D. 50-100
	A.D. 114 (fragments)

A.D. 325 (complete)
	14-64 yrs

225-275 yrs


2. Search the Source.
Matthew 27:5 (NIV): So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.

Acts 1:18 (NIV): With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.
Matthew 27:5-8 (NIV): So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money." So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.

Acts 1:18-19 (NIV): (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
3. Observe Outsiders.
4. Examine the Evidence.

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV): Without faith it is impossible to please God because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists…  

2 Tim 3:16 (NIV): All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.

For further study: The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell

