Discussion Questions

“The Biblical Opposite of Loneliness” (04/23/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  Did anything about Gail’s story stand out to you?
2. Read Mark 12:28-31 and Acts 2:42-47.  What strikes you about these passages?  On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate yourself in terms of following the two “greatest commandments?”
3. Think back to a time in your life when you were the loneliest.  Describe what was going on and why you think you were so lonely.  
4. In your opinion, is it harder to seek oneness with God or oneness with others?  Explain your answer.
5. In your experience, which is more satisfying: experiencing oneness with God or oneness with others?  Please elaborate.
6. Do you believe you need to downshift in certain areas of your life in order to make time to truly experience oneness with God and others?  If so, which areas?  How do you plan to go about your downshift?
7. John defined sanctification as clearing the air (coming clean) with God on a regular basis.  How often do you feel that you personally need to do this?  Why is sanctification important?

8. How can our community group help people break free from loneliness?  What things can we do to meet lonely people where they are, being sensitive to their situations and hesitations?
The Biblical Opposite of Loneliness

How God Meets Our Deepest Needs (part 2)

"Let Us make man in Our image…”                                             Gen. 1:26(NASB)

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”                   Deut. 6:4(NIV)

“I want all of them to be one with each other, just as I am one with you and you are one with me. I also want them to be one with us. Then the people of this world will believe that you sent me.                 



 



John 17:21(CEV) 
“One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, ‘Of all the commandments, which is the most important?’ ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’”                 



Mark 12:28-31(NIV)

1. Seek oneness with God.

· Salvation.

“I am the Door; anyone who enters in through Me will be saved…”  
 John 10:9(AMP)

· Sanctification.

“For this is the will of God, your sanctification.”                          
1 Thess. 4:3(NKJV)

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.”                           




1 John 1:9,10(NIV)

“Don't be so naive and self-confident. You're not exempt. You could fall flat on your face as easily as anyone else. Forget about self-confidence; it's useless. Cultivate God-confidence.”  










1 Cor. 10:12(Msg)

2. Seek oneness with others.

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”           



Rom. 15:5,6(NIV)

3. Downshift.

“They all joined together constantly…”                                         Acts 1:14(NIV)

“…they were all together in one place.”                                         Acts 2:1(NIV)

“All the believers were together…”                                               Acts 2:44(NIV)

“Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart…”   Acts 2:46(NASB) 

4. Take a chance.

“While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.’ Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!’ And immediately the leprosy left him.”         


Luke 5:12,13(NIV)
