Discussion Questions

“Suffering: What Can I Do?” (04/09/06)

Optional Icebreaker: In the message, Bill talked about his weird sleeping habits.  Do you have any strange sleeping habits?
1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  What stood out to you?
2. Read Isaiah 1:17, Micah 6:8 and Matthew 23:23.  What strikes you about these verses?  What does this tell us about how God sees injustice?
3. When we hear about horrible atrocities and suffering in the world, why are we so rarely moved with compassion to do something about it or even pray about it?
4. Read Matthew 5:14 and 2 Corinthians 5:20.  Bill said that God’s plan to reveal his goodness in a world full of suffering is through us!  We are God’s plan!  What are the strengths and weaknesses of this plan?  Is it working?  Why or why not?  

5. Read Matthew 14:13-21.  In this story, Jesus asked the disciples to bring the resources they had, despite them (5 loaves, 2 fish) seeming insignificant relative to the crowd.  What seemingly insignificant resources in our lives can we bring to God to help combat injustice?
6. As a community group, what are we going to do to fight against injustice?  What steps are we going to take?  (If your group is interested in utilizing missions money for a community group mission project or sponsorship, please talk to Derek)
Suggested ways to help include 1) Read The Good News About Injustice, 2) Subscribe to IJM newsletter and/or listserv, 3) Attend the 2006 Global Prayer Gathering in DC, April 28-30, 4) Pray for injustice missions (raids, etc), 5) Sponsor a rescue mission, 6) Explore injustice issues firsthand. 
More information at International Justice Mission’s website: www.ijm.org.  
