Discussion Questions

“Why Does God Allow Suffering?” (04/02/06)

1. Before Sunday’s message, how would you have answered the question, “why is there all this suffering in the world?
2. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  What stood out to you?
3. Read John 11:1-44 and Matthew 6:9-13.  What verse or verses jump out at you?  Follow up questions: a) what encouragement can we get from how the story of Lazarus ends? b) In light of the message, does anything strike you about Matthew 6:13?
4. 1 John 5:19 says “…the world around us in under the power and control of the evil one.”  Have you ever realized that God is not on the throne of this earth?  What does this mean to you?
5. The second point in the message was “God uses suffering.”  Do you have a personal story of how God used suffering in your life to work for your good?
6. John mentioned four things we can do to fight back against suffering (PUBA – prayer, unity, Bible study and action). which one resonates with you the most?  Why?  Which one is the most difficult for you?  Why?
7. If the devil is on the throne of this world, does this mean he is also on the throne of our personal lives?  (Optional: see Ephesians 2:1-10)
Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Money, Sex and Suffering (part 5)

God is all powerful.
God uses suffering.

Suffering is not the will of God.

“Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was excellent in every way.” 








Gen. 1:31(NLT) 

God is not on the throne.
“When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam's sin brought death, so death spread to everyone…” 
          




Rom. 5:12(NLT)

“…Satan, the ruler of this world…” 


        

 John 12:31(Msg)

“Then the devil led Jesus to the top of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and all their splendor. The devil said, ‘If you will bow down and worship me, I will give you all these things.’” 

Matt. 4:8,9(NCV)

“The devil who rules this world…”  




2 Cor. 4:4(NCV)

“…the world around us is under the power and control of the evil one.” 

1 John 5:19(NLT)

God’s will is not always done on earth as it is in heaven.
“…your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

Matt. 6:10(NIV)

“I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared… I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: God's home is now with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his people. He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever.”

    

Rev. 21:1,3-4(NCV)  

Suffering breaks the heart of God.

“When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. ‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. Jesus wept. 

 John 11:33-35(NIV)

Fight back.

“This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels.”    








Eph. 6:12(Msg)

