Discussion Questions

“Getting a Grip on Your Finances” (03/12/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?

2. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-19.  What verse or verses jump out at you?  According to verses 17 and 18, what is God’s instruction to us?  (FYI: as Americans, we are definitely “those who are rich in this present world,” relative to the rest of the world.)   
3. Proverbs 21:20 says “The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets.”  Why do you think our nation has become the foolish man?  

4. Hebrews 13:5 says “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have…”  Why is it so difficult for us to be content with what we have?

5. Derek’s second point was to practice gratefulness.  How do you practice gratefulness in your day-to-day life?  (Give some practical examples).
6. Proverbs 21:5 says “Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity…”  Do you have a financial plan?  If so, what is it?  (Do you have a budget?  Do you have a savings plan or other way to be disciplined with your money?)  Please share your practical, helpful tips with the group.
7. Is anyone going to try the 1 Timothy 6:7-8 challenge this week and fast from spending money on anything but the basics?
8. Have you ever fasted before?  If so, did God reveal anything to you during that time?  Please share.
Getting a Grip on Your Finances
Money, Sex and Suffering (part 2)
The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets. 





Pro 21:20 (LB)

Anger is cruel, and wrath is like a flood, but who can survive the destructiveness of jealousy?


Proverbs 27:4 (NLT)
Then he said to them, “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  




Luke 12:15 (NIV)

1. Get a plan.

Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.




Proverbs 21:5 (NLT)

On this earth four things are small but very wise: Ants, who seem to be feeble, but store up food all summer long.

   Proverbs 30:24-25 (CEV)

2. Practice gratefulness.

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have…
 



Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)
…have faith in God, who is rich and blesses us with everything we need to enjoy life. 



       1 Timothy 6:17 (CEV)
Ears to hear and eyes to see--both are gifts from the LORD.








   Prov 20:12 (CEV)
3. Think before you spend.

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…
Romans 12:2 (NIV)

…We brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 

      1 Timothy 6:7-8 (NIV)

