Discussion Questions

“Making the Most of Your Money” (03/05/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  What resonated with you the most?  (Of the five fill-ins about money, which one stood out to you?  Of the five fill-ins about tithing, which one stood out?)
2. Money is the second most popular topic in the Bible.  Why do you think this is?

3. Does the word “tithing” have a positive or negative connotation in your mind?  Please explain.

4. Read Malachi 3:6-18.  This is the only place in the Bible where God says that he will prove something to us.  How does this passage speak to you?

5. John said that money is deceptive because the happiness we receive from it is only temporary.  Do you agree?

6. What do you think you are going to do with the $20 you received at church on Sunday?
Making the Most of Your Money
Money, Sex and Suffering (part 1)

What is Money?

Money is unreliable. 

“We leave this world just as we entered it---with nothing.”           Eccl. 5:15(GN)

Money is a barrier.

 “‘Return to me, and I will return to you,’ says the LORD of Armies. ‘But you ask, How can we return? Can a person cheat God? Yet, you are cheating me! But you ask, How are we cheating you?' When you don't bring a tenth of your income…’”                                            
Mal. 3:7,8(GW)  

Money is deceptive.

 “If you love money, you will never be satisfied; if you long to be rich, you will never get all you want. It is useless.”                                
Eccl. 5:10(GN)

Money is all God’s. 
 “All silver and gold belong to me…”        


Hag. 2:8(CEV)

 “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth…”  





         Deut. 8:18(NRSV)
Money is good.  



Luke 10:25-37
What is Tithing?

Tithing is an act of honor.

 “Honor the Lord with your wealth. Give him the best you have.”    Prov. 3:9(ERV)

Tithing is an act of trust.

 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.   





  Prov. 3:5(NLT)

Tithing is an act of obedience.

 “…give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over…”         



           Luke 6:38(NRSV)

Tithing is an act of respect.

 “Also set aside ten percent…This will teach you to always respect the LORD your God.”






          Deut. 14:23(CEV)

Tithing is an act of worship.

 “All tithes…  are holy to the Lord.”                                         Lev. 27:30(NRSV)

Tithing is an adventure.

 “‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you!  Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not shrivel before they are ripe,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘Then all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight…’”                        


       Mal. 3:10-12(NLT)

