Discussion Questions

“When Your Faith Falls Apart” (02/19/06)

1. Read Judges 6:33-7:25 and Judges 8:4-8,15-17,22-27.  In light of Sunday’s message, what strikes you about these verses?
2. Proverbs 16:18 says “pride leads to destruction…”  Can you relate to this verse?  How so?

3. Have you ever prayed for God to keep you humble?  Has he ever answered your prayer?  If so, how?

4. Romans 12:19 says “Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”  Why is this so difficult?  Are you struggling to release the revenge you’re holding on to?
5. In the message, John said: “Our world is filled with status quo Christians and status quo churches whose faith is dead.”   Why are we so susceptible to the status quo?
6. John said our faith is like a muscle that must be exercised to be increased.  What can you do to increase (exercise) your faith?  Specifically, what is God calling you to do to increase your faith?
7. The last point in the message was to give up control.  Is there something in your life that God is prompting you to give up control of right now?
When Your Faith Falls Apart
Making a Fresh Start in 2006 (part 6)

“Gideon made an idol from the gold and put it in his hometown, Ophrah. All the Israelites abandoned God and went there to worship the idol.”   Judges 8:27(GN)

1. Pride: pray and praise it out.

“Gideon replied, ‘But Lord, how can I rescue Israel? My clan is the weakest in the tribe of Manasseh, and I am the least important member of my family.’”         Judges 6:15(GN)

“Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. ‘Watch me,’ he told them. ‘Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I do. When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, For the LORD and for Gideon.'"  Judges 7:16-18(NIV)

“Pride leads to destruction…”            


        Pr. 16:18(GN)
“…everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted."





        


Luke 18:14(NIV)

2. Revenge: release it.
“Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”                   Rom. 12:19(NIV) 

“He took the elders of the town and taught the men of Succoth a lesson by punishing them with desert thorns and briers.  He also pulled down the tower of Peniel and killed the men of the town.”                            Judges 8:16,17(NIV)

3. The status quo: shake it up.
“As a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly.”           Pr. 26:11(NIV)

4. Control: give it up.
“The Israelites said to Gideon, ‘Rule over us - you, your son and your grandson - because you have saved us out of the hand of Midian.’  But Gideon told them, ‘I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The LORD will rule over you.’”               Judges 8:22,23(NIV)
