Discussion Questions

“Dealing with Embarrassment” (1/22/06)

Icebreaker: do you have an embarrassing story from childhood that’s funny to you now?

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?

2. Did anything about Kara’s story resonate with you?

3. Read Judges 6:12-16 and then react to this statement from Sunday: “The message of the Bible is that God wants to do something great through your life.  The problem is that we suffer from so much shame, so much embarrassment, so much doubt that we miss out on it.”

4. Read Psalm 139.  According to that passage, God is with us at our highest of highs and our lowest of lows.  If God is always with us, why is it that we often don’t feel his presence? 
5. John said: “The doorway into the reality of God’s presence is faith, and the keys to the door are the words you speak.”  What do you think about that?  
6. So far this week, has anyone been saying out loud each morning ‘God, you are with me.’  Has anyone tried reciting a Bible verse or phrase out loud?  If so, did you find it helpful?  How so?  
7. As a group, say together “God, you are with me.”  Commit to saying that phrase out loud each morning this week and see if it makes a difference in your life.

 “Dealing with Embarrassment”

Making a Fresh Start in 2006 (part 3)
The angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon. He said, "Mighty warrior, the Lord is with you." "But sir," Gideon replied, "you say the Lord is with us. Then why has all of this happened to us? Where are all of the wonderful things he has done? Our parents told us about them. They said, 'Didn't the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the Lord has deserted us. He has handed us over to Midian." The Lord turned to Gideon. He said to him, "You are strong. Go and save Israel from the power of Midian. I am sending you." "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I possibly save Israel? My family group is the weakest in the tribe of Manasseh. And I'm the least important member of my family."  The Lord answered, "I will be with you. So you will strike down the men of Midian all at one time."



    Judges 6:12-16(NIRV)
God is not the author of confusion but of peace… 


1 Cor 14:33(NKJV)
What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. 



Heb 11:1(NLT)
Faith comes from listening to this message of good news--the Good News about Christ. 
Romans 10:17(NLT)

The tongue has the power of life and death… 


Proverbs 18:21(NIV)

Words can be your salvation. Words can also be your damnation 

Matt 12:37(Msg)

