Discussion Questions

 “Finding Your Confidence” (01/15/06)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?  What struck you?

2. Read Judges 6:1-16.  Can you relate to Gideon in this passage?  If so, how can you relate to him?

3. In the message, John said that confidence in God is not enough.  He said that we must have confidence that God can do great things, but that we must also have confidence that God can do great things through us.  What do you think about that?

4. Do you see any difference between these two statements: “I’m going to do something great for God,” and “God, please do something great through me?” 

5. Often, we try to serve God by attempting to do great things.  Many times this is where our ego gets in the way and we miss out on what God wants us to do.  John challenged us to surrender to God and serve him in the small, insignificant stuff.  Does this resonate with you?  In your experience, does God work more in the big stuff or the little stuff in your life?

6. In the book of Judges, the Israelites didn’t lack a great God.  They lacked volunteers who were willing to step up and serve.  Some might say that in our country today we struggle with the same problem.  Would you agree?  If so, what should we do about it?
Message Outline:

Finding Your Confidence

Making a Fresh Start in 2006 (part 2)

The Lord had brought their ancestors out of Egypt, and they had worshiped him. But now the Israelites stopped worshiping the Lord and worshiped the idols of Baal…  Judges 2:11(CEV)

The people of Israel suffered very much.



Judges 2:15(ERV)

Then the people of Israel cried out to the Lord for help.

Judges 3:9(GW)

The Messenger of the Lord came and sat under the oak tree in Ophrah that belonged to Joash from Abiezer's family. Joash's son Gideon was beating out wheat in a winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 The Messenger of the Lord appeared to Gideon and said, “The Lord is with you, brave man.” 13 Gideon responded, “Excuse me, sir! But if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all the miracles our ancestors have told us about? Didn't they say, ‘The Lord brought us out of Egypt?' But now the Lord has abandoned us and has handed us over to Midian.” 14 The Lord turned to him and said, “You will rescue Israel from Midian with the strength you have. I am sending you.” 



Judges 6:11-14(GW)

· God confidence is not enough!
…with God all things are possible.




Matt 19:26(NIV)

“I am putting you in charge.”





Genesis 1:28(GN)

· Don’t seek greatness.

1. Seek a GREAT God.

2. Surrender to a GREAT God.

3. Serve a GREAT God.
