Discussion Questions

“Dealing with Tough Relationships” (12/04/05)
Optional icebreaker.  On Sunday, Derek told the story of his first kiss.  Does anyone have a funny first kiss or first date story?
1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?

2. Read Luke 15:11-32 and Philippians 4:4-9.  Which of these verses do you think applies to our tough relationships?  Why?
3. Sunday’s message was titled, “Dealing with Tough Relationships.”  What is your “tough” relationship that you are currently facing or will face during the holidays?

4. Which of the three points (see them as God sees them, focus on the positive, and reach out) resonated most with you?  Why?

5. Which of the three points do you think is the hardest to implement in your tough relationships?  Why?  
6. Reread Philippians 4:8.  Commit to memorizing it this week.

Dealing with Tough Relationships

Healthy Holiday Relationships part 1

1. See people as God sees them.

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.   Luke 15:20(NIV)

The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  




Luke 15:21(NIV)

But the father said to his servants, “Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.  So they began to celebrate.




Luke 15:22-24(NIV)

2. Focus on the positive.
Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.     






Phil 4:8(NIV)

3. Reach out.
Listen to your father, who gave you life, and don’t despise your mother’s experience when she is old…                          




Prov 23:22(NLT)

