Discussion Questions

 “Battling Boredom” (11/20/05)
1. What resonated with you about Sunday's message?

2. Read John 7:25-52.  What verses jump out at you?

3. John indicated there is a lot of symbolism in the Gospel of John.  Wine symbolizes life and water symbolizes the Holy Spirit.  What symbolic references or stories (woman at well, Nicodemus, boy with loaves and fish) are most meaningful to you?  Does the symbolism help you internalize the truths of Jesus' message? 

4. John implied boredom was a rampant problem for us Americans.  Do you struggle with boredom?  Do you think we fall into sin because we’re bored?  Why or why not?
5. The message was about acknowledging our need for God and accepting Jesus as our source for a rich and fulfilling life.  What obstacles have you found to living a full and rich life with God as your source?

6. The last point in the message was to drink in the Holy Spirit.  John suggested for this to be accomplished, we need to wait on the Spirit.  How is waiting on God not a passive act, but an act of faith, obedience and surrender?  How can waiting on God not be boring? 

7. Closing prayer:  Two ways we can promote the richness of Christ's life in ours is by being a unifier and by taming our tongue.  To properly do these things, we need humility.  Let us make an ongoing commitment to pray for God to humble us and give us Christ's humility, so that we may enjoy the richness of life and live a life worthy of Christ. 

Outline
“With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” 
Isa. 12:3(NIV)

“On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, ‘If you are thirsty, come to me! If you believe in me, come and drink! For the Scriptures declare that rivers of living water will flow out from within.’ (When he said ‘living water,’ he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him.”  





John 7:37-39(NLT)

# 1- Acknowledge your need.

“As the deer pants for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I thirst for God, the living God.”  
 





Psm. 42:1,2(NLT)

“O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you… You satisfy me…” 

 




Psm. 63:1,5(NLT)

# 2 – Accept Jesus as your source.

“Jesus replied, ‘If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.’" 


 John 4:10(NLT)

“Those who believe in me will never thirst.” 


John 6:35(NLT)

“I will send the Spirit to you.” 


   

John 16:7(CEV)

# 3 -  Drink in the Spirit.

“…let the Spirit fill your life.” 


    Eph. 5:18(CEV)
“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit.” 

        1 Thess. 5:19(NLT)

•
Wait on the Spirit.  

“Wait here for the Father to give you the Holy Spirit…”  
Acts 1:4(CEV)
•
Be a unifier.

“How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together in harmony! It is like the precious anointing oil running down from Aaron's head and beard, down to the collar of his robes.”  




 Psm. 133:1,2(GN)

•
Tame your tongue.

“…we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!"

Acts 2:11(NIV)

