Discussion Questions

 “Dealing with Discontent” (11/13/05)

1. What did you enjoy about Sunday’s message?

2. Read John 6:1-59.  What verse or verses jump out at you?

3. The first point was “Release what you hold tightest.”  What are you holding onto that you need to release?  (If you need an example: pain, bitterness, unforgiveness, time, money, food, worry, stress, possessions, etc.)

4. John said, “If we thank God for what we have, he will give us what we don’t have (peace and contentment).”  Has this been true in your life?  How so?  Please share a personal example.

5. John mentioned the story of Corrie Ten Boom’s liquid vitamin dropper at the concentration camp as an illustration that little is much in the hands of Christ.  What little thing do you have that you can put in the hands of Christ this week or month?

6. John 6:29(CEV) says “God wants you to have faith in the one he sent.”  What does this verse mean to you?  What does “having faith” look like in your everyday life?

Outline
“In everything we have won more than a victory because of Christ who loves us.’"                                       
Rom. 8:37 (CEV)

“What exactly does God want us to do?’ the people asked.  Jesus answered, ‘God wants you to have faith in the one he sent.’”                           John 6:28,29(CEV)

“Jesus soon saw a great crowd of people climbing the hill, looking for him.  Turning to Philip, he asked, ‘Philip, where can we buy bread to feed all these people?  He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.  Philip replied, ‘It would take a small fortune to feed them!’  Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up.  ‘There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish.  But what good is that with this huge crowd?’ ‘Tell everyone to sit down,’ Jesus ordered.” John 6:5-10(NLT)

1.  Release what you hold tightest.

"Then the LORD asked him, ‘What do you have there in your hand?’  ‘A shepherd’s staff,’ Moses replied.  ‘Throw it down on the ground,’ the LORD told him.  So Moses threw it down…”   






Ex. 4:2,3 (NLT)

2. Remember, little is much in the hands of Christ.
“There were only five barley loaves to start with, but twelve baskets were filled with the pieces of bread the people did not eat!"                             
John 6:13(NLT)

 3.  Return thanks to the Lord for what you have.
“Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God…”


    John 6:11 (NLT)
“Does anyone dare despise this day of small beginnings?

   Zech. 4:10 (Msg)
“…be generous and willing to share.”            


1 Tim. 6:18 (NIV)

“God is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.  So we will not be afraid, even if the earth is shaken and mountains fall into the ocean depths; even if the seas roar and rage, and the hills are shaken by the violence.  There is a river that brings joy to the city of God…”    



Psm. 46:1-4 (GN)

“Jesus replied, ‘I am the bread of life.  No one who comes to me will ever be hungry again.  Those who believe in me will never thirst.’”        

John 6:35 (NLT)  

