Discussion Questions

 “Nicodemus: Born…Again?” (10/23/05)

1. What did you like about Sunday’s message?

2. Read John 3:1-21.  What strikes you about this passage?

3. What do the words "born again" mean to you?

4. The first point in the message was "Accept God's grace."  Do you struggle to grasp/remember the concept that there's nothing you can do to earn your way to God?

5. John 16:13 says that the Holy Spirit is our guide.  Is this true in your life?  If so, how does the Holy Spirit guide you in your life?

6. Have you ever fallen into the "Nicodemus trap" where you became focused on religion rather than grace?  If so, how did you fall into the trap and what did you do to overcome it?

7. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate your relationship with God?  On that same scale, where would you like it to be?  (Ask those who said they have a strong relationship with God to share what they are doing to keep their relationship strong).
8. What practical steps can you take to cultivate your relationship with God this week?

Message Outline:

Nicodemus: Born…Again?

Jesus in His Own Words part 5 (John ch 3)

After dark one evening, a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a Pharisee, came to speak with Jesus.  "Teacher," he said, "we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs are proof enough that God is with you."  
   John 3:1-2

Jesus replied, "I assure you, unless you are born again, you can never see the Kingdom of God."  



    





John 3:3

As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so I, the Son of Man, must be lifted up on a pole, so that everyone who believes in me will have eternal life.  

       







John 3:14-15

The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live."  So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived. 

Numbers 21:8-9  

Accept God’s grace.
 “I will send you the Counselor – the Spirit of truth.”     


John 15:26

 “When the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.”      
John 16:13

Cultivate your relationship with God.
 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce much fruit.  For apart from me you can do nothing.”   
  John 15:5

