Discussion Questions

“When YOU Pray” (9/11/05)

1. Read James 5:17-18 and 1 Kings 17:1 and 18:1,16-46. 

2. Do you have any thoughts about these verses? 

3. The first fill-in-the-blank was “When you pray God always hears you.”  Have you ever felt like God wasn’t hearing your prayer?  Can you describe that time or situation?  

4. Read Romans 8:26.  Have you ever experienced a prayer like Romans 8:26?  Can you describe what happened? 

5. The third blank was “When you pray God always answers you.”  John said the answer can be yes, no or wait.  Has God ever answered your prayer with a “no” or “wait” that turned out to be a blessing when you looked back on it?  What happened? 

6. Read Daniel 10:1-14.  According to this passage, there are times when answers to our prayers are delayed by evil forces even though God hears them from the first day (verse 12).  Have you ever considered the devil as a possibility for why your prayers aren’t being answered?  What should that spur us to do in response? 

7. What do you do when you’ve been praying for years about something and you feel like God’s not answering your prayer and the situation isn’t changing?  How do you stay hopeful? 

8. Read 2 Chronicles 7:14 aloud to usher your group into prayer. 

Message Outline:
“When YOU Pray” (9/11/05)

Prayer part 4 - James 5:17,18

“Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for the next three and a half years! Then he prayed for rain, and down it poured. The grass turned green, and the crops began to grow again.”                         

     James 5:17,18(NLT)

“…Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the LORD God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my word."                                                           1 Kings 17:1(NKJV)

“So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. ‘O Baal, answer us!’ they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered.”                                          1 Kings 18:26(NIV)
 

1. When YOU pray God always hears YOU. 
“You have covered yourself with a cloud so that no prayer can get through.”  

           Lam. 3:44(NIV)

“Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.”         

          Isa. 65:24(NIV)

The LORD listens when I pray...”                                               Psalm 4:3(NCV) 
 

“At noon Elijah began to taunt them. ‘Shout louder!’ he said. ‘Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened.’"                                                        1 Kings 18:27(NIV)

2. When YOU pray God always helps YOU. 
“So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention.”         1 Kings 18:28,29(NIV)

“In the same way the Spirit also comes to help us, weak as we are. For we do not know how we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads with God for us…”                          

Rom. 8:26(GN)

3. When YOU pray God always answers YOU. 
‘“Answer me, LORD, answer me, so that this people will know that you, the LORD, are God and that you are bringing them back to yourself.’ The LORD sent fire down, and it burned up the sacrifice, the wood, and the stones, scorched the earth and dried up the water in the trench.”                               1 Kings 18:37,38(GN)

“Prayer can do anything God can do.”   - E.M. Bounds

“When I pray coincidences happen.”   - William Temple

“Then if my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.”                           2 Chron. 7:14(NLT) 

