Discussion Questions

“One Practical Way to Pray” (9/04/05)

1. What parts of Sunday’s message resonated with you? 

2. How many of you had heard of the acronym ACTS before Sunday?  How many of you knew what all the letters stood for? 

3. Of the four parts of the acronym, which part comes easiest for you?  Which part comes the hardest? 

4. Read Psalm 147:11.  In your own words, how would you define the word worship?  

5. What do you think about the definition of worship – “loving God back?” 

6. Can you share any creative ways (scriptures, worship music, etc) that help you express your adoration to God? 

7. Read Psalm 139:23-24.  What role do you think confession is supposed to play in our lives?      

8. Read 1 Thess 5:18.  Does anyone have a hard time remembering to thank God specifically for the things he’s given us?  

9. Can you think of a time when you experienced a blessing from taking the time to stop and give thanks to God? 

10. Read Phil 4:6.  One of the themes of the message was to be specific when we pray.  What do you think we should do during the times we don’t know what to pray for?  

 

“One Practical Way to Pray”

Adoration
The Lord is pleased with those who worship Him and trust his love.                     Psalm 147:11 (CEV)

You created everything, and it is for your pleasure that they exist and were created.                                                      Revelation 4:11 (NLT)

***Be creative.

For the Lord is a great God, the great King above all gods. He owns the depths of the earth, and even the mightiest mountains are his.  The sea belongs to him, for he made it.  His hands formed the dry land, too.  Come, let us worship and bow down.  Let us kneel before the Lord our maker, for he is our God.  We are the people he watches over, the sheep under his care.                                                            Psalm 95:3-7 (NLT)

Confession
God knew what he was doing from the very beginning.  He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son…We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him.                                                                   Romans 8:29 (Msg)

***Be specific.

“Search me, O God, and know my heart…see if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”            Psalm 139:23-24 (NIV)

Metanoeo (repent): “to change one’s mind”

Thanksgiving
“Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”                                                         1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV)
***Be specific.

Supplication (Requests)
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”   Phil 4:6 (NIV)

***Be specific.

