Discussion Questions

“Praying for Healing” (8/21/05)

1. Read James 5:14-16.  Does anything strike you about those verses? 

2. Have you ever prayed for healing and God did NOT answer your prayer?  Did this make you lose confidence in prayer?  (Please give a personal example) 

3. Have you ever prayed for healing and God answered your prayer? 

4. Read Matthew 18:19-20.  Have you noticed anything different when you pray in a group compared to when you pray by yourself?  

5. Read 1John 5:14-15.  Then react to the following statement: “We know that God CAN heal us, but it doesn’t mean that he WILL heal us. God’s will does not always take place on this earth, but we should pray in faith for his will to be done.  (For scripture about praying for God’s to be done on this earth, see Matthew 6:9-10) 

6. Read Matthew 5:23-24.  Have you ever been praying about something, and instead of answering your prayer, God told you to make peace with someone or correct something in your life? 

7. Dedicate your group prayer time to prayers for physical, spiritual, mental and emotional healing.  (I bet everyone in the group could use prayer for healing in one of those categories). 

Message Outline:

Praying For Healing

James 5:14-16

“God will do nothing on earth except in answer to believing prayer.” 

John Wesley

“Is any one of you sick? They should call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.”                                                        James 5:14-16(TNIV)

1. Pray for healing. 

“…do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.” 

Heb. 10:35(NIV)

“…we walk by faith, not by sight.”                            2 Cor. 5:7(NASB)

2. Pray with others.

"Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them."                                                              Matt. 18:19,20(NIV)

3. Pray in faith.

“And this is the boldness we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him.”                                                1 John 5:14,15(NRSV)

4. Pray in righteousness.

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."          Matt. 3:2(NASB)

“So when you offer your gift to God, think about other people. If you are offering your gift before the altar, and you remember that your brother has something against you, then leave your gift there at the altar. Go and make peace with that person. Then come and offer your gift.”                                                      Matt. 5:23,24(ERV)

5. Pray with power.

“When I pray coincidences happen.”                 Bishop William Temple

